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ABSTRACT

This study, namely “The Role of International Agencies in Human Development ; A
Case Study of WHO’s Role in Health Promotion in Primary Schools, Vientiane Province, Lao
PDR™ - has three objectives: 1.The study of the concept and conceptual framework in human
development of the WHO and the Lao PDR government 2.The study of the role and process in
health promotion by the WHO as applied at primary schools in the Lao PDR 3.The study of the
problems and obstacles encountered in aid provision by the WHO with 1-egard to health
promotion at primary schools in the Lao PDR

The study uses data from two sources, i.e. secondary data from relevant documents and
primary data from in-depth interviews conducted by WHO representatives in the Lao PDR and
representatives from other international agencies coordinating their work with the WHO with

regard to health promotion at primary schools in the Lao PDR, namely UNICEF, JICA, UNESCO

and WFP.



The result of the study shows that the role of the WHO with regard to health
promotion at primary schools in the Lao PDR has an effect on the change of basic health policy
on the primary school level. The official cooperation by the public health and education ministries
leads to cooperation in the formulation of the development plan and among the government
agencies themselves. Moreover, it was found that the Lao PDR government and the WHO had an
increasing cooperation compared to the past when only experts were sent, technical equipments
funded and scholarships given: they work on a national level by cooperating in policy planning
and on a regional level by visiting primary schools and communities.

Furthermore this research found that the role of the WHO in the Lao PDR
encountered obstacles in its work due to lack of coordination among the institutions and lack of
continuity of funding, staff and foreign experts, communication problems and the problem of
creating a common understanding of cooperation among the agencies. As for this matter there are
efforts to adjust it by letting the Lao people participate as much as possible through cooperation in
policy planning by the public health and education ministries in order to promote the schools and
communiti¢s in having an understanding of their own duty and action according to the plan with

its prescribed stages and procedures.



