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ABSTRACT

The Objective of this is to comprehend “Transborder People: Life and
Commodity of Cambodian Beggars in the Bangkok Metropolis” phenomenon with
respect to the aspect that generally has been ignore in society. The discourses of
“Beggars”, which are normally perceived by the public, often discriminate them from
ordinary children being considered innocent. The status of Beggars is still illegal in
that they are not looked after by their own parents. Besides, from different angles,
they are inclined to commit crime bringing about social annoyance and danger.
Eventually, these discourses result in social treatments satiates with violence and
disparagement, thereby pushing them to “the marginal”” or “the wastage” of society.

The researcher attempts to be acquainted with a group of Cambodian Beggars
in the Bangkok Metropolis through the connection with IOM “International
Organization for Migration” which has provided them help and care in the same are.
In the field research, the researcher plays the role as a “friend of their teacher”, after
having been familiar with them through many activities, e.g. conversation, and
participation in common activity for a long time. The researcher, as a result, “knows”
Cambodian Beggars from different point of view other than so called discourses. The
emphasis of this study is on their living conditions which correlate to an environment
composed of groups of people, foundation and organizations for children. Therefore,
the researcher tries to understand the specific context giving rise to the “Community”
of Cambodian Beggars, and to comprehend how they define themselves, react to the
surrounding “world”.

This thesis lies in the way society defines “Cambodian Beggars” categorized
into two dimensions. The first dimension is that “Beggars” usually have rough and
aggressive behaviors resulting from never without undergoing suitable process of
socialization, thereby predisposing to be juvenile delinquents. However, this research
does not reject most of the definition in this dimension, but attempts to understand
particular conditions that influence children to be possessed of such characters. The
definition of the society, from the researcher’s point of view, does not cover all
aspects of “Cambodian Beggars”. The participant observation of their everyday life
suggests that they are not different from other people who adapt themselves to varied



situations. Nevertheless, the situations, they have to confront, prone to be more
diverse. Cambodian Beggars, therefore, need to be aggressive in hostile surrounding,
be a “good person” of their people who kind to them and can be the “pity” on the
street.

The final dimension is the society’s treatment of Cambodian Beggars by
providing accommodation and living necessities, which is considered to be an
appropriate and humanitarian solutions. This research finds out that the studied group
of Beggars does not value or pay attention to any help. Many factors, for instance,
lead to the construction of meaning and self-esteem incompatible with living in these
charity organizations or foundations.

Finally, this study may not result in any concrete suggestions for solving
“Cambodian Beggars in the Bangkok Metropolis”. In contrast, this study points out
complicated socio-cultural dimensions underlying this problem. As a result, the
solution may not be achieved by pushing them to “the marginal” of the society.





