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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were 1) to compare the level of political participation
at the local and the national levels between the people in the rural and the urban areas and2)
to study factors affecting the political participation.

A closed - ended questionnaire was used to collect data from 400 eligible voters.
Statistical analysis involved percentage, mean and ANOVA.

The findings were:

Personal traits, i.e., gender, age, education, occupation, and income of the people in
the rural and the urban areas were statistically related with their political participation at the
local level. The traits were not related with their participation at the national level. These
were:

1. Men and women in the rural area were more inclined to participate in the local

politics than those in the urban area.

2. The younger and the elderly in the rural area were more inclined to participate in

the local politics than those in the urban area.

3. The respondents with higher education in the rural area were more inclined to

participate in the local politics than those in the urban area.

4. The respondents with independent occupation and workers in the rural area were

more inclined to participate in the local politics than those in the urban area.

5. The respondents with lower and higher income in the rural area were more

inclined to participate in the local politics than those in the urban area.



