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ABSTRACT

This thesis seeks to understand the political thought of expatriated ethnic
youth from Myanmar living in Thailand. This group originated in political conflict and
ethnic differentiation in Myanmar which is the result of a half-century old civil war within
Myanmar since independence from the British. This study applies three concepts:
1. Poiitical and political learning concepts 2. Concehts refating to minority groups
3. Concepts relating to the study of life histories. This research study aims to achieve
three objectives as follows: 1. To study the political learning process of young ethnic
expatriates from Myanmar. 2. To understand the political thoughts of young ethnic
people from Myanmar relating to their ideas about their own country 3. To offer a social
space for the young ethnic people to have a chance to express their ideas on a variety
of political situations.

The study found that the political thoughts of the young ethnic people were
developed under political, ethnic and economic and social conditions. The political
conditions arise from the fact that these young people were born and grew up during a
period of conflict and civil war. Ethnic difference is the root cause of conflict and

discrimination in Myanmar. The economic and social conditions, which the government



has manipulated to oppress and abuse rights are forced labour, extortion and the
suppression of ethnic languages. These ethnic youth groups developed their ideas
through a process of raising questions about oppression by the Burmese army and
seeking answers. This stimulated them to join the political movement.

At a societal tevel, it was found that the young ethnic people absorbed their
political stories from the political surroundings, which led them to oppose the Burmese
government. Thus, they did not refuse wheh they had the chance to join the political
movement. Furthermore, the study and training which these young ethnic people
received from working with various organizations led them to broaden their perspectives
and vision, which allowed them to understand more about both the origins of the conffict
and their struggle. Even though their displacement to Thailand is not the main factor
which led to the change in political thinking, it was a starting point to be able to think
and compare with their home country, as well as to systematize their own ideas.

At the individual level, it was found that even if the young ethnic people
studied have different background and experience, depending for example on their
ethnicity or level of education, they have similarities. For example, they belong to a new
generation that is ready for change and to fight for their human rights, equality and
dignity. They aspire to peace within their own country. They seek cooperation and
solidarity amongst ethnic groups. They place importance in education and fearning
about a wide variety of issues (including living within Myanmar as a federalist state and

environmental issues and rights).



