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ABSTRACT

The study entitled “Adaptation -of Lanna Musicians on the Present Context of Chiang Mai
Society” is designed 1) to study the social function of Lanna traditional music in the past and the
present 2) ¢o study the process of the Lanna traditional musical change and its adaotation in Chiang
Mai society from the past to the present in Chiang Mai 3)to study the outcomes of traditional Lanna
musical transformation i.c. giving the new meanings of Lanna music in the period, the process of
forming Lanna musicians’ identities. The methods used in this study are those of qualitative research
in the field: interview, participatory observation and documentary research.

The results indicated that the traditional Lanna music was originally bom in the local past
context. This native music was played as the entertainment and in ;ituals at thé focal events, and
was close to the local people’s life. After changing to the modem society in Chiang Mai, the forrrier'
musical role was urged down, but the meaning of playing music was connected to the business
context as following promoting the tourist industry by the Thai government. This social change has
produced musicians as professionals at the same period. The Lanna music is the-one of the art and
culture that has constantly connected with other culture. Then the musical character is influenced
by politics, economics and society. Those gave musical transformations, the meaning and the role

in each context and each period. The Lanna musicians have started plaving for the business rather

than the former purposes.




Besides, new professional musicians have to adjust the traditional music to satisfy the
customer’s requests. The earlier musicians leamn the business way more opportunities and this new

musical direction cause competitions and contests between the above musicians.




