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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are (1) to study the construction of national consciousness by
the Lao People’s Democratic Republic as reflected in primary school textbooks between 1975-
2000; (2) to study the continuity and changes in the national consciousness construction process
from the primary school textbooks between 1975-2000; and (3) to study the relationship between
the national consciousness that appeared in the primary school textbooks and reality from 1975 to
2000. The reason for choosing the primary school texts is that primary education is compulsory
and has the greatest impact on the country’s youth.

The study shows that it is possible to divide the textbooks into two groups, those used
under the 1975-1900 curriculum and those under the 1991-2000 curriculum. It is found that in the
national consciousness that the Lao governiment constructed through both groups of school text
books, although ““the nation” comprises different ethnic groups, they nonetheless are united and
live in harmony like a family under the leadership of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party to

build the nation that will lead to peace, independence, democracy, unity, prosperity, social
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progress and improvement in the people’s lives. The Party’s right to lead the country stems mainly
from history as it was the Party that brought the nation out of danger and maintains national
integrity.

Even though Lao political system is socialistic, it is different from others as it contains
Marxist thoughts as well as the emphasis on the fraternal character of the nation as a family. In
the first batch of the school texts, the “nation” appears as a big family with harmonic relations,
unity and equality even though the people come from different ethnic groups. They are bound
together by the steadfast belief in the steps to progress on the “socialist” path, and in the Party’s
leadership that will take the nation to prosperity.

The New Economic Mechanism policy that began in 1986 and the increasing reliance on
assistance from international organizations and western countries caused by the collapse of
Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union were instrumental in bringing about new thinking into the
text books under the new curriculum, especially in making sense of the new changes in different
ways. Firstly, national culture that used to rest on the concept of socialist national culture now
returns to the traditional roots, especially Buddhism. Secondly, national enemies like Thailand,
although they remain historical enemies, they are now also viewed in the context of neighborly
relations.

In any case, these changes in political thinking are still beneficial to the state as the Lao
People’s Revolutionary Party and government still hold the reins of power and have the legitimacy
to rule the country. The people still have faith that the Party will lead the nation to prosperity and
progress, without feeling that they are deprived of the rights and liberty to determine the nation’s
fate. As they were under the rule of the legitimate and efficient Party and government, when the
state shifted from a centrally-planned economy to market economy, there was nothing wrong with
it. If problems arise, uncontrollable factors are blamed while the party and government are not
held responsible for making wrong policy decisions. Therefore the national consciousness that has
been constructed benefits the state more than the citizens; that is to say it maintains and

perpetuates the political legitimacy of the Party and state.




