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ABSTRACT

The objectives of the study on Gender Roles : A Case Study of Chiang Thong
District, Luang Prabang from 1975 till present are 1) to study the change of gender role
in development since the 1975 revolution; 2) to study women’s involvement in the
economy of Chiang Thong District after the declaration of Luang Prabang as a World
Heritage Site; and 3) to study the relationships between women's economic roles and
participation in development that will lead to gender equality in Laos. The methods used
are qualitative by collecting data from interviewing and studying related documents.

The study reveals that, prior to the 1975 revolution, the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic was the country where roles of women and men in society were always
separated. Men's role wags in politics or communities whereas women's role was mainly
housekeeping. These roles had been rooted through literatures and proverbs and
became the prevailing social norms . But after the political change to socialism in 1875,
the government of Lao PDR urged women 1o participate in two areas. The first area was

politics in order to understand socialism and the second was involvement in the




economy. Women were encouraged to enter the labor force to increase the country’s
income. In the meantime, there were worldwide movements on women's development.
As a result of participation in such conferences, Lao PDR established the Lao Women's
Union to take care of women and children’s rights. During the initial stage. the
management corresponded with the world issues in women development and in the
approach on women in development and women and development.

in Chiang Thong District, Luang Prabang, economic change began in 1885
when Luang Prabang was listed as World Heritage Site. As the result, large numbers of
tourists came to visit Luang Prabang and a considerable number of Lao women entered
the tourist industry. Women have to change their roles from housekeeping and nonprofit
contribution to profit- making jobs. However, along with this income earning business,
women still have to continue their household activities, resulting in the increase in their
responsibilities.

With the increase in women's heavy work load, there grows a new global line of
thinking in women development called Gender Role and Development which promotes
gender equality. Although, the Party, Government of Lao PDR and Lao Women's Union
have all encouraged and supported the mentioned gender strategy with numerous
projects in education and training for women, gender development towards true
equality in Laos especially in Luang Prabang is still in the beginning stage. This is
because there is little understanding on gender equality except in the educated group.

The government should therefore promote a true understanding of gender
equality among both women and men by laying a foundation for knowledge and
understanding of women’s role for citizens starting from childhood through the
education processes, both in and outside school system that will lead to equitable

development.




