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ABSTRACT

The research of “Factors Strengthening a Community: A Case Study of the Tambon Khlong Pia
Savings Group, Amphoe Chana, Changwat Songkla” aimed to study the activities and operation
of the Tambon Khlong Pia Savings Group, Amphoe Chana, Changwat Songkla, that sterngthened
the community in order to see what factors create success, and also problems and obstacles within
the group’s operation. It also aimed to obtain suggestions on how to strengthen other
communities. The research was based on the qualitative research approach and studied the
documents and the interviews of people ralated with the savings group and by attending a seminar
of the leaders network of the savings group in Changwat Songkla, at the Villagers University,

Tambon Khlong Pia.

According to the research findings , the researcher found that the Tambon Khlong Pia
Savings Group was able to solve the problem of poverty among the people in the community by
uniting the savings in order to create a community fund enabling the community to rely on
themselves. The supporting factors consisted of 1).Benefit allocation to the community’s people
in true need, 2).Uniting to solve the problem of poverty in accordance with the lifestyle of the

community’s people, 3).Has a leader who strong, eager to think and to do, honest, creative,



seriously working for the savings group, earns the same as who are working group in general, no
priority, transparent and no self-interest, 4).Most of the group members are the qualified, wide
visions and listen to other’s opinions, 5).Has their own way of working which harmonious to
community’s lifestyle and 6).Interdependent, helping each other which could become awareness

to develop the public in advance.

The group’s problems and obtracles in terms of working are some members, who are not
punctual on returning money, but there is irregular issue and only a few members. The external
problems are the government policies such as the village’s fund, the legitimacy of the group.
However, such problems are not the main obstracle towards the group existing. In general, the

group images are successful and acceptable to the society both internal and external.

However, the administration of the savings group and successful has raised the issue which
could make futher studies; how the welfare fund which could lift up the individual’s life quality
should be related to the local government especially to Tambon Administration Organization, who
is responsible on watching the Tambon in overall. This relation would be benefited to the public is

higher than individual interest.
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