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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study are (1) to study the different meanings of “Indochina” from
Thai perspective from B.E.2518 to the present, and (2} to study the conditions and contexts of
political change in Thailand and Indochina countries that affect the process of meaning
construction.

The study shows that the meanings of Indochina are related to the power groups in
Thailand of different periods. During the periods of democratic governments, the three Indochina
countries were not viewed as enemies, even in BE.2518 (1975) which was the turning point when
they became under communist rule, because the Thai government at the that time was a civilian
one who used the policy of political priority over military objectives. However, after the
incidents of 6 October B.E. 2519 (1976), the military dictatorship that came into power presented
a terrifying image of communist Indochina in propaganda campaigns.

Nevertheless, after General Kriangsak Chamanan took power in B.E. 2520 (1977), Thai
policy was more positive towards the three Indochina countries and was conducted in a friendly

and constructive atmosphere. When the situation in Indochina drastically changed after the




invasion of Cambodia by Vietnam in late B.E. 2521 (1978), General’s Kriangsak’s view on
Indochina was no longer acceptable by the political groups in Thailand, and opened the way for
the assumption of a right-wing military government under General Prem Tinsulanond. The image
of Thailand being taken over by Indochina was brought back once again in order to build up the
belief that for the sake of national security the military should be heeded. Under this view,
Indochina was split up, with Vietnam as the invader who was trying to expand its influence over
Laos and Cambodia.

The meaning of Indochina changed significantly during the administration of General
Chatichai Choonhavan, a fully democratic government with an elected Prime Minister, which
coincided with the détente in the Cold War between the “Free World” and Communism. Instead,
the view that Indochina was a “goldmine” of resources and a market for Thailand was promoted
to replace that of Vietnam the invader. When the Chatichai government conducted the policy of
turning battlefields into market place, Thai investors hoped to exploit Indochina’s resources as
though it was a Thai colony.

After the three Indochina countries adopted the free-market economy policy, there were
attempts to reorganize them into new groupings, such as the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS)
which included Myanmar and Yunnan, ....FCDI, and CLMV which included Myanmar as the
group of new members of ASEAN. In Thailand, the treatment of the word “Indochina™ is
confused. For example, there is a major effort to use the term as a selling-point in the tourist
industry, with Thailand as the “Gateway to Indochina” which includes tourist sites in China as

well as Myanmar,



