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Abstract

The thesis entitled “The Role of the 3" Army in Eliminating Narcotic Problems Along
Thai-Burmese Border” has three objectives. First, it is designed to study the role and duty of
soldiers in safeguarding the national security in addition to the war. Second, it is aimed to study
the role and duty of the 3 Regional Army in drug trafficking control along the borders. Third,
it is purported to study problems and constraints in using the military force for drug control.
The research is based on three hypotheses. The first is assumed that the narcotic drugs, which
spread from Burma or Myanmar to Thailand, posed tremendous threat to security of the nation,
thereby it necessitates the army to play roles in drug suppression in collaboration with other
government agencies. The second is focused on how the 3" Regional Army mobilizes the
suppressive measures with limited power under legal and political constraints. And the last is
hypothesized that the communication system among various government offices, which are
involved in drug suppression, has no continuity and unity.

This study is a qualitative research, for which an analysis is made of numerous
documents of governmental and non-governmental organizations and mass media. In addition,
interviews are held with the government officials concerned or those who used to get involved
in drug suppression during the study period. The selected subjects include four military officers
and one authority of the Northern Narcotics Prevention and Suppression Office.

Results of the study revealed that the narcotic drugs, which spread from Burma to
Thailand, have really threatened the national security. The army has to take actions in drug
elimination in collaboration with other government offices. The power allocated to the 3

Regional Army to use the military measures for drug control is considered suitable to their



responsibility. Yet, the present policy about politics and laws in this regard has helped make
efficient the solders’ duty performance while the present communication system among
different government offices that are concerned with the drug elimiationation has rapidly
developed. Therefore, it has made progressive the soldiers’ coordinating works with other

organizations.



