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Abstract

The objectives of the study are:

1. To study the relations between the economics and politics that could be factors or variables
that can be the causes and effects reciprocity. The economic changes can be resulted in the
political changes and the political changes can be resulted in the economic change likewise.

2. To study the ideas and the practices of Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat in using the state’s power
to build the economic system in Thailand to become wealthy, moderized and equally to the
other civilized countries.

3. To study the formation of the development policy under the military despotism to understand
the strength and weakness of the policy,

4. To evaluate the efficacy of “the economic and political development” as the objective of
Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat to “maintain his political power”.

This independent study is a qualitative research, using the political leader and political
economy as the ideological framework for gathering and analyzing the data, as well as employing
the political, economic and social environment during that period. The information is
descriptively ana]yzed_ from related documents, related research work as well as other
publications.

The study found that the development policy of Field Marshal Sarit Thanarat brought
about the great changes in the economies and politics of Thailand. The Sarit’s development gave
rise to the educational expansion. The overflowing of the western democratic ideology as well as

other political ideology encouraged the intellectuals and ordinary people to inquire from the




existed cultural and political system. This reflected the faults of the inflexible and despotism
regimes that neglected building the political institution to cope with the changes of the future
while the society has been changing all the time. This led to the overbalance of the political
development versus economic and social development as the structural problems that finally led
to the people uprising on October 14, B.E. 2516.

However, the modemization policy of Field Marshal Sarit helped systematically
transformed the Thai economy. The economic wealth of the country made Field Marshal Sarit
became the despotism political leader, who was widely accepted by the people, apast from his

special and unique characteristic.



