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ABSTRACT

On the 39 and the 20%h of Octeober 1992, there

was a leakage of sulfhur dioxide generated by the

EGAT’s electric power plants at Mae Moh district

Lampang province, causing villagers to contract skin

infections at Tambon Sobpad in Mae Moh district

L.ampang province. The leakage also caused casualties

to cattle and damages to crops.



e

Local media, especially radio, telewvision, and
newspapers reported the incident extensively and
continuously, forcing the government, both ..at “the

national and provincial levels to render assistance to
the victims. In addition, EGAT has compensated for the
damages, including initiation short-term and long-term

resolution planning.

The objectives of the research are :

1. To study the initial role of the media as it
possibly influences government’®s action in solving the

problem.

2, To explore the attitudes of the citizens
toward the role of the media in advocating for the

general public.

Interviews were used as the method of the
research, which included 10 people who were directly
involved and 85 wvillagers. The resulbsy of the
interviews indicated that the majority of those
interviewed agreed with the views expressed in the
media, Which emphasized advocating for the rights of
the public. Respondents also agreed that the media

was influential in forcing the government to take action.



In asddition, the research “indicated that,
among the many media sources, television as the most
popular. Next ingpopulardiy aré iChe VMiheWspapers. \lWe
television c¢hapnel 8 of Lampang plaxs no less qrole
compared to other T.V. Channels: Ites sattrasted dess

attention from the public due to poor broadcast signal

auality.



