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Abstract

This thesis was primarily focused on the role on human rights of Chuan Leekpai
government in ASEAN towards Myanmar. The objectives of this study were:

1) To study the role of Chuan Leekpai government in promoting human rights in
Myanmar, particularly after the replacement of the Constructive Engagement Policy by the
proposal of the Flexible Engagement.

2} To investigate the cause of the above changes.

3) To study the significance of Thailand in ASEAN, regarding its role in promoting
human rights in Myanmar, whether human rights were accepted or not.

4) To evaluate the accomplishment of the role of the Chuan government in ASEAN and
whether it contributed to the improvement of human rights in Myanmar and the reformation of
ASEAN.

The methodology complied within this study was mainly based on qualitative research by
reviewing documents and conducting 56 interviews. The researcher used the concepts of human
rights, Asian values / Asian way and globalization to do analysis that led to the following

findings:



1) Chuan Leekpai . government had taken a progressive position on human
rights by addressing the human rights issue in the national agenda and proposing the Flexible
Engagement Policy to ASEAN. This proposal had gradually contributed to the establishment of
other cooperative mechanism such as the ASEAN Troika and an ASEAN working group on
human rights. In regards to domestic policy, the Chuan government revised the humanitarian
policy of giving aid to Burmese displaced persons and illegal laborers in Thailand in order to
adjust its position to handle the problems from Myanmar that had great impact on Thailand.

2) The international humanitarian role of the Chuan government was highly
influenced by the Constitution of 1997 and democratization in Thailand, the impact of problems
from Myanmar, and its adaptability to globalization.

3) The Chuan'government’s role on human rights, particularly the Flexible
Engagement, had gained support from the international community while being rejected from
ASEAN and Myanmar due to challenging the Non-interference Principle and the impreciseness of
the policy itself.

4} Political reformation and human rights improvement in Myanmar must be
achieved by the internal movement. Therefore, the Chuan government’s policy towards Myanmar
can only be a supportive factor to urge the Burmese government to be more open to changes in
Myanmar in the long term. Meanwhile, the Chuan government’s proposal had stimulated the
reformation of ASEAN to establish new mechanism to deal with the human rights issue and other

challenges in the region.



