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Abstract

This thesis aims to study the development and changes of the Central Keng
Tung Market in Myanmar (Burma) and the Central Chiang Mai Market in Northern
Thailand, affected by the World Economic System from the end of World War Il to
present.

From the study, it was found that Keng Tung and Chiang Mai had long been in
closed interdependent relationships in the past, being interrupted, from time to time, by
the interfering super -power- Myanmar and Siam. When Keng Tung and Chiang Mat
were under the Siamese control, Siam tried to break their cordial relationships with no
success. The interrelationships developed among Keng Tung and Chiang Mai, revealed
ways of life of both the elites as well as the common people-of the two muangs
(principalities). The interrelationships developed among Keng Tung and Chiang Mai,
and their adjacent muangs, were linked by caravan traders at various levels having
community markets as their trading centers. Chiang Mai Market was a large regional

center, where traders from all paris in the North came to trade, making the trading



activities continued all-day long without a break. Keng Tung Market was a kind of “stop-
over" station for traders, who were on their way to cther muang markets. There were 5
market-days in the Central Keng Tung Market called "Wan Kad Luang” (Central Market
Days}, after which the traders would move to all the markets nearby to complete the
cycle, before coming back to begin at the Central Market.

The expansion of the British Colonial Power into the region nad greater impact
upon Chiang Mai than Keng Tung, in terms of its economics and trade. After World War
I, with the socialist state policy, Keng Tung was integrated as part of Myanmar and its
closed-door economic policy. The Keng Tung Central Market temporarily ceased to
develop, white Chiang Mai Central Market moved on towards the world market economy.
After 30 years of its closure, Keng Tung was reopened, as a result of the Myanmar's
change of its economic policy. At present, whether Keng Tung would be able to catch
up with changes and the globalized world economy, it's still depending on Myanmar's

policies that we have to wait and see.



