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ABSTRACT

The study aimed at investigating 1) the causes and the development of the Pak Mun
Dam problem , 2) the impact of the Pak Mun Dam problem on the national security, 3) prospects
of the problem and measures to solve or diminish this conflict. The research was based on
secondary data and field research. The latter employs structured interviews. There were 44
interviewees who were divided into 3 groups: group of government officials, the academic as
well as the NGOs and media group, and the activists and local representative group. The
conceptual framework comprised concepts on development, public policies, conflict, national
security as well as security and environment.

The results showed that:

1) The Pé.k Mun Dam problem derived from the conflict of different national
development ideologies, centralized resources management, the indifference of
officials to the problems. Besides, since people and NGOs have learned about
problems and trouble from other dams, local communities have been alert and -
conqemed. Further, they joined hand with other unions and the Assembly of the
Poor to launch a campaign to solve the pfbblcm. The conflict has become a public
issue and dragged on.

2) Regarding the impact on the national security, the study found that the protests and

confrontation between those who were pros and cons over the dam construction




3)

caused some national unrest and the government instability since the public
problem was not solved. As for the environmental aspect, the Mun’s ecological
system was changed since some gorges were destroyed while some herbal plants
growing wild along the banks were flooded and the number of fish were dwindled.
The food chain was affected and the earniﬁgs were minimized. These consequences
affected the communities since the people earned less, they thus had to migrate.
With major changes in the socio — cultural structure, local communities were
weakened and unable to carry on their traditional wisdom and way of living.
Psychologically, the local people were hurt since they had been badly treated.
Without the local level security, the national security would be difficult to hold on.

Pak Mun Dam problem will continue. The conflict would involve more studies and
researches, especially on water releasing through the dam. Academic research
results may best guide the proper way for the time being. If the government’s
resolution is not accepted, it could lead to the dam destruction in the future.
Discussions should be conducted more. Since this is a structural problem, the
society should be structurally adjusted and some popular practices should be
reviewed. More importantly, the problem solving in the future should put the local
folkways and the mental rehabilitation program should be put into consideration.
Public hearing sessions and study of the impacts of new project as well as the

alternatives of epergy power should always be applied.



