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ABSTRCT

This study aims at examining the process of conducting the local development
planning responsible by the tambon administrative organizations in Chiang Mai Province.
People's participation in the planning process is also included in the study.

Methodology employed in this study utilizes both documentary and survey research.
Data were collected from various sources such as laws, regulations and certain official papers.
One hundred and eighty-four questionnaires were drawn from chiefs of administrative offices of
tambon administrative organizations in Chiang Mai Province for analysis.

The finding indicated that most of the tambon administrative organizations conducted
well in their performances, and were complied to the objectives of the Ministry of Interior’s
Regulation. However, some tambon administrative oganizations were not able to express their
visions and could not conduct the public hearing in time as  required by the regulations.

As for the level of people's participation in the process of this planning, it is found
that the level of public participation was low in which it could be interpreted that the people were
not interested in the activities of the tambon administrative organizations. For example, less

participation in public hearing caused misleading in accountability of implementation and the



problems of community have not been responded. Also, this behavior did not consist with the

objectives of the 1997 Constitution concerning the people's participation in local government.
Therefore, it is the responsibility of organizations concerned to supervise and support

knowledge and understanding to the officers of tambon administrative organizations in order to

strengthen planning process which needs public participation.



