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ABSTRACT

The main objectives of this study were to study :

1. the impact of the Farmer Rehabilitation and Development Fund of 1999 on the
farmers.

2. the possibility of farmer cooperation in strengthening the community with self-
sufficient economy and sustainable development.

Data were collected by using structured questionnaires from 400 farmers in Chiang
Mai Province, who registered with the fund according to the Farmer Rehabilitation and
Development Fund Act. In-depth interviews were also made to gather data from 15 persons
representing the farmers and the Fund office. Statistical methods such as percentage, mean, and
analysis of variance were used to analyze quantitative data.

The findings were:

The Fund which was represented by three parties i.¢., government sector, private
sector, and farmers was well accepted. The Fund played a major role in solving the farmers’ debt.
It also promoted cooperation among farmers. Therefore, the fund could help sustain the

development of farmers’ quality of life.



