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Abstract

The main objectives of this thesis are to study the steps of migration of Japanese in
Chiang Mai City, to study the factors which had effecting on the Japancse migration in Chiang Mai
City and to study | apaneéc lifestyle in Chiang Mai City.

The data were collected from the docuwments, field surveys , the interview and the
questionnaires by sampling . Analysed by statistics and the descriptive analysis techniques adopted
werce Percentage and Mean. Sampling this studics were 167 Japanese people in Chiang Mai City, 111
Man and 56 Women, their occupations arc entrepreneur in Japanese Company, indepent enterpriser,
Japancse teacher, students, NGO workers, government officers, housewives, holiday visitors, no
occupation people and retired persons.

As a result of this study, It was found that in 1959 Genaral Sarit Thanarat, the former
prime smnister of Thailand, adapted “The National Economic and Social Plan™ to support
intcrmational investment, This legislation had the affect of increasing the number of Japanesc migrated
to the northern part of Thailand , working at the * Northern Region Industrial Estétc“ sitc. Later, the

nuimbers increased and the migration expanded to other areas in the nortlicrm region.



Another factor leading to increasing numbers of Japanese in Thailand is the promotional
campaign by the Tourist Organization of Thailand to attract more visitors. One example of this
campaign was the *1998-1999 AMAZING THAILAND YEAR”™ which helped boosting the Thai
cconomy. Many Japanese tourists also came to Thailand during the promotional campaign, and many
of these visitors decided to stay in Chiang Mai and other provinces as the result of their positive travel
experiences and after seeing the attractive environmental, economic and social condition in Thailand.
This was especially true when they compared the cost of living in Thailand to Japan. This alone
attracted many Japanese to migrate to Thailand.

There are many additional factors which influenced the Japanese migration, including
greater numbers of companies, NGOs{non-govermment organizations), foundations, university
students, and travel agencies. There also brought more Japanese people to Thailand. For example,
many Japanese came to Thailand when their companies opened up branches in Thailand. Also, The
student cxchange scholarship programs between Thai and Japanese universities had the effect of
bringing more Japancse students to Thailand. Many Japanese established and registerced organizations,
and others were able to retire in Thailand duc to foundational support that encourages Japanesc people
to retire in countries other than Japan. Japanese travel agencies also promoted Thailand as a tourist
destination, and Japanesc tourists were impressed to such a degree that they decided to return to
Thailand to stay. The commoen route for Japanese to travel to Chiang Mai is to fly to Don Muang
Airport in Bangkok, and then make their way to Chiang Mar.

The following is a list of common responses for reason that Japancse people give for
staying in Chiang Mai. The most reason why the Japanese stay in Chiang Mati is the lower cost of
living in Thailand. The sccond most popular reason given is the good weather conditions. Thailand is
located in the Tropic of Cancer and has mild weather throughout the year. Japan, on the other hand,
has more extremc‘weather with four seasonal changes. The third most popular response is that they
are working at the “Northern Region Industrial Estate™, and it could be that working in Thailand is the
most important factors, influencing the migration of Japanese people. Besides working at companies,
there arc also many Japancse working at schools, universities, organizations, and personal businesses.
The fourth reason given is that Thais arc hospitable and get along well with foreigners. The fifth and
final reason given 1s the low late of crime in Thailand. Japan has one of the highest safety rates in the
world. And when one compares Chiang Mai to Bangkok and other large cities, Chiang Mai is a much

safer environment.



