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ABSTRACT

The present study has two objectives:

1) To study pattern of relations between Thailand and Vietnam after the end of the
Vietnam war and the establishment of diplomatic relations in 1976, and during
the period following Vietnam’s entry into ASEAN until the present.

2} To examine the evolution of various aspects of cooperation between Thailand and
Vietnam, including the resolve of tensions between Thailand and Vietnam within
the ASEAN forum and factors that have influence on the events.

This investigation revealed that Thai — Vietnam relations during the post-
Vietnam war and post diplomatic normalization between the two countries in 1976
was satisfactory during the first period, although the ideological conflict and strong
support from superpowers on each side caused moderate tension and anxiety.
However, the Vietnamese invasion of Cambodia in 1978 dramatically worsening
diplomatic relations between these two couﬁtries, because Thailand considered this
incident as an attempt to invade Thailand’s integrity.

Most interviewees stated that the withdrawal of Vietnamese troops from
Cambodia , the economic reform which led to market oriented economy of Vietnam ,
as well as Thailand’s economic 6ooperation policy with the Indochinese countries
named “Turn battlefield into market place policy” have paved the way to promising
Thai — Vietnam relationship.

Additionally, Thailand’s support of Vietnam’s entry into ASEAN has

demonstrated increasing mutual cooperation, both bilaterally and muitilaterally.



These results indicate that Thai — Vietnam relations have reached an unprecedented

level.



