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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the San Pa Tong’s local leaders’ attitude
towards the first senatorial election in Chiang Mai province. The subjects were officially / non-
officially appointed local leaders from San Pa Tong district. These leaders had close relationships
connections to the residents in the communities.

A questionnaire was used for data collection. The data obtained were analyzed
statistically. The findings were as follows :

1. The leaders’ knowledge of the election was found to be rudimentary. Only 15.2
percent of the respondents were able to give correct answers, while 72,7 percent of them knew
nothing about the election.

2. 97.2 percent of the leaders played an important and satisfactory role in the election.

3. The attitudes of the leaders towards the election were negative

Moreover, the leader found apparent problems with the election. These principal
problems are summarized as follows :

i. Hlegal forms of influence

2. Lawless practices

3. Use of money



4. Non-neutralized election administrators

5. People’s misunderstanding of the importance of the senators

The leaders” suggestions for the future election :

1. The government should help promote election using a variety of campaign.

2. Election administrators and any other concerned staff have to be intensively
selected and exactly proved as the best.

3. The election law / regulations have to practically be conducted/enforced.

4. The election administrators have to make the future elections more systematic,

improved fair, and transparent.

Based on the findings that the leaders’ attitude towards the election was found to be
negative . Senators themselves, have to realize their legislative duties / roles, pay more attention
to the people’s feelings, be more responsible to the people, and help give the people right

information about senatorial issues / affairs.



