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ABSTRACT

The aims of this study are (1) to evaluate the level of economic condition of
each household in the resettlement area affected by the construction of Mae Kuang
Irrigation Project(2) to explain the main factors affecting the economic condition of
people in the community of the resettlement area, and (3) to determine the roles of
various community organizations that contribute to the improvement of the economic
conditions of the community in the resettlement area.

The study researcher used both quantitative and qualitative methods to explain
the relationships of people in the community to the local economy in the resettlement
area. Data were collected from 298 sample households affected by the construction of
Mae Kuang Irrigation Project, and moved to the resettlement area. Two village

headmen were interviewed through structured questionnaire.



The research results were as follows :

Economy of each household in the resettlement area is at a good level. This is
evidenced by the economic data : compare the ratio of family income and
expenditure, self-estimate the sufficiency of their income. In addition, the
researcher also considered their household facilities.

Factors affecting the economic conditions of the community in the resettlement
area consisted of three aspects : basic economic factors of the household such as
occupation, income, debts and household facilities; basic community factors such
as government community services, relationship among household members,
information perception and cooperation among community members; and roles of
~ community associations and their activities' contribution to each household and
economic community. All of these factors were statistically related to the
community economy.

Community organizations played minor role in the resettlement area at a low level.
This was because the land allocation system, allowing the people to possess lands
was based on the lottery method. This greatly reduced the importance of close
relationship among people. Mdst of the orgarﬁzations were not formally:
established. They were organized informally, in an unplanned manners without
continuity. These organizations did not receive full government support. However,
some organizations still had bargaining powér. The Cooperative Local Bank was
the only village organization that was formally accepted and that operated

systematically and with continuity,



