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Abstract

This study aimed at investigating the factors contributing to juvenile delinquency and
their misconduct at the Observation and Protection Centre of Chiang Mai Province. A number of
586 figures with age range of 7 - 18 years from the Centre, 524 males and 65 females, was the
population in this study. With simple random sampling technique, 239 samples - 213 males, 26
females — were selected. The data was collected with a set of questionnaire before being analyzed
with SPSS for Window. Statistics used in this study were frequency distribution, percentage
distribution , arithmetic means and standard deviation. As for hypothesis testing, Chi-square was
then applied for the purpose. The results showed that:

Three factors contributing to juvenile delinquency and their misconduct at the
Observation and Protection Centre of Chiang Mai Province were classified as Personal Factor,
family Factor and Environmental factor. It was found out that most of the samples finished lower
secondary education level. They earned less than 5,000 baht a month. Most of them were
Budghists. As for relationship within their families, most of them stayed together. Their parents
were employees and merchants. Most of their famities had 4 members or more. Most of them lived
in the areas where there were lots of brothel houses or entertaining complexes; they also rated their

preference over those places at levels ranging from much to the most. As for juvenile delinquency



to be conducted, drug and inhaling substances dealing was found to be the most while stealing came
second,

Hypothsis testing revealed that Personal Factor {educational background, earning
level, religious belief ), Family Factor ( family earning), and environmental Factor ( shelter or where
they lived) played important roles that led to the juvenile delinquency to be conducted. However,
youngsters with different types of Personal Factors, Family Factors and Environmental Factors did
not showed significant differences in the types of crimes they committed . Drugs and inhaling

substance were found to be most widespread inall groups of respondents.



