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Abstract

The objectives of this independent study is to learn whether public
participation to the Crime Reporting Member Project has any effects on the decrease
of crime rates or not. In addition, the study also aims to learn about the problems and
obstacles that thwart public participation to the said project in order to find
corrections and recommendations to address the problems. Research data and
information are gathered from interviews of 200 samples from 4 targeted groups in
Saraphi district, Chiang Mai province, which are : members of crime reporting
groups, community elite group, police group and general public group.

The study finds that :

The samples concur that public participation to the crime reporting member
project plays some roles to the decrease of crime rates. The targeted samples have
high level of project’s participation. The majority of the samples concur that : the
public should inform police whenever they encounter crime cvents, that public need
police assistance, that information provided by the public are crucial to crime

suppression and that the project promotes the opportunities in which public and police

can cooperate in police operations.



As for the study on the project’s problems and obstacles, it is found that the
main problems and obstacles are : the lack of public relations, the ignorance of roles
and duties in being members of crime reporting groups, the lack of acceptance from
police and general public, the risks of being crime reporting members, the lack of
proper screening which brings about ignorant, inexperienced and incompetent crime
reporting members.

The study’s recommendations are that : the project’s public relations should be
promoted including the dissemination of information on the project’s activities, the
screening of the project’s volunteers should be more stringent in order to select more
qualified personnel, the citation of good performance as carried out by the groups
should be promoted. Moreover, the needed logistic supports, such as communication
radios, flashlights, which are vital to the works of crime reporting groups should be

- provided.



