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ABSTRACT

This research study was aimed at 1) Studying the roles and the best format and
style of disseminating Thai political news issued by newspapers with useful and
informative messages and contents in creating more new body of knowledge on politics.
2) Learning the general public’s opinion on disseminating political news by newspapers
and getting to know more their behavior and perceptions of the news’ impacts on
political issues.3) Comparing the differences among newspapers and knowing more
about the significance of newspapers in disseminating Thai political news to the general
public, and 4) Knowing the relationship between economic and social status in dealing
with the perception and impact of political news from the press.

For this study, data collection in term of quantitative research involved both
primary and secondary resources. Questionnaires were created and used to sample target
groups of 400 members of the general public who live in major cites like Chiang Mai,
Phitsanulok and Bangkok, including some academics and the press who have roles and
get involved in newspapers and their dissemination of the news,

Data, collected through the questionnaire, was analyzed by using the following
statistics, with use of computer program on Statistic Package for Social Science (SPSS)
for descriptive statistics such as frequency distribution, arithmetic means and
percentage. Apart from the questionnaire which was designed to be a tool for this data
collection, additional resources such as from existing research, documents, articles, texts
and seminar conclusions, papers and annual reports from both the public and private
sectors were also used for data analysis.



The findings of this study research are as follows:

. The sample group mostly selected to follow Thai political news through the mass
media of television, with newspaper running second. Television presents the
most efficient news, fast, accurately, clearly and straight to the point and is
reliable.

. But the most outstanding of newspapers is to provide readers with Thai political
news in detail as they mostly cover all subjects with less censorship from the
Government.

. The news format presented in the newspapers that those sampled mostly read are
rated in order as political news, economic news and social news.

In the Thai Rath, Matichon, Bangkok Post and the Nation newspaper, the

sample group mostly read columns relating to political news analysis, and those
sampled think that the most useful columns are rated in order as political
economic, social and information technology news.
. The most read Thai-daily language newspaper is the Thai Rath and the most read
English language one is the Bangkok Post. The disseminating of Thai political
news is rather efficient and ranked as good, and most of sample’s attitudes to the
quality of Thai political news are fair generally.

Lastly, the samples agreed that the government itself should issue its own
newspaper.



