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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the Thai mixed electoral system
2) the impact of the electoral system upon the sustainability and continuity of the Thai
political parties 3) the impact of the system upon the structure and expansion of the Thai
political party branches 4) the impact the electoral system upon the public acceptance of
the Thai political parties’ role. The study was qualitative in nature. Data were mainly drawn
from in-depth interviews with three groups of informants i.e., party administrators, party
members, and political scientists.

. The study found that :

The newly introduced electoral system was contributive to the demise of smaller
parties. Medium-sized parties were also compelled to merge with larger parties. The
impact emanated from the party list system which emphasized the party’s image, the party
platform, and the party leadership. The electoral system thus strengthened the position of

larger parties and reduced the number of existing parties. As a result, governmental



!

stability could be achieved, which paved the way for the institutionalization of Thai political
parties. Besides, party administrators and members were inclined to accept the new system

and prepared to carry out their political activities.



