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Abstract

The objectives of the research were 1)to analyze the causes of political
conflict that affected the garbage problem 2)to study the method of using the
garbage problem to attack the political rival group 3)to find way for solving
the garbage problem.

Data were collected from document and in-depth interviews with 26
respondents who represented 6 groups of people ie., the politicians, the
government officials, the community leaders/general public, the academics, the
mass media, and the business people.

The findings showed that:

The causes of the garbage problem towards the end of the year 1998
were from internal political conflict in Chiang Mai Municipality administration.
These were the inconclusive conflict of interest and the struggle for the mayor
position. The conflict took place within the ruling Nawarat Pattana group
which was divided into two- factions. The method that the opposing faction
used to discredit the ruling faction was to mobilize the people to resist the
municipality in dumping the garbage on various sites. The popularity of the
ruling faction thus declined and this led to its resigning from the office.
Eventually, the opposing faction proposed to solve the garbage problem and
took over the power of Chiang Mai Municipality administration from the ruling
faction.



