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Abstract

The objective of this research was to compare the level, types and factors
affecting local political participation of local people within Tambon Administration
Organization (TAO) in low, medium and high level communities in Chiang Mai Province.

Combined quantitative and qualitative studies was conducted.

It was found that the people living in all three different levels of community
performed low local political participation. Reversed relationship between political
participation and the level of community of Tambon Administration Organization .was
observed. The people living in low level community performed better political participation
than those living in higher communities. But the overall political participation of the
people in each community was almost the same. Mostly, the people paid attention to
local election activities for Tambon Administration Organization members. After that, they
had néthing to do with local administration, such as providing useful suggestions,
participating in the meetings, constructing the community development and examining the

local administrative committee’s activities. Among the factors affecting local political



participation, political socialization and the attitude of the local people towards Tambon
Administration Organization had strong influence in all area. The higher developed
community, the more socio — economic and involving factors affecting local political

participation.

Besides, it was found that poor local political participation may have
resulted from the following factors: no intention to be involved except for local election,
poor knowledge about Tambon Administration Organization, poor knowledge of the
capability of political participation under the laws, no trust or confidence in Tambon
Administration Organization administration, being tried of corruption and unfair budget
distribution, ect. The first step in solving those problems is to provide more
communication channels for the local people which will enhance better understanding and
idea exchanges among them. Meanwhile, closer relationship between local administrative
committee and local people will result which will promote better local political

participation.



