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ABSTRACT

This study was an attitudinal survey regarding issues related to the
government firearms control policy. It was intended to find out what the people
thought about related laws, the government policy regarding the people’s rights to
possess, use and bear firearms, as well as to seek appropriate control guidelines and
measures.

Altogether, 200 residents of Muang Chiang Mai District, Chiang Mai
Province were asked to respond to the questionnaire containing items relevant to the
topic and issues under investigation,

Subsequently, it was found that questionnaire among the major respondents
had either given no opinions or been ambivalent about the official firearms control
policy which relied on related laws. However, they agreed that it was the government
prerogative to set control policies and seek appropriate control guidelines and
measures. Finally, survey-based recommendations were as follows:

1. Citizens be entitled to possess firearms for only self-defense and their
property protection purposes but not for collection and hunting ones;

2. Allowable firearms for above purposes be strictly restricied as regards
quantity, types, sizes and possession periods;

3. All government permission-to-carry-firearms policies or measures applied
nationwide be abrogated;

. 4. Firearms, authorized above, be considered family legacies capable of being
handed down to proper heirs. However, licenses to posses and use them be specified
individuals’ ones, not inheritable;



5. Following additional qualifications required of those authorized to possess
firearms be established; '

5.1 Prior to being granted possession licenses they undergo officially
organized,

5.2 They be never given jail sentences;
3.3 They be 30 years old and over;
5.4 They regularly pay income taxes;

6. The government have proper illegal Firearms control policies or measures
as well as constantly undertake suppression measures and operations;

7. The government have concrete policies and continuously and seriously
arrest violators/wrongdoers;

8. The government increase penalties for violators/wrongdoers and abrogate
the judges’ sentence suspension judgement,



