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ABSTRACT

This independent study has the foliowing 3 objectives, which are:

1. To learn about the impact of admission of Myanmar to Asean in political,
economy, psychological and military aspects.

2. To learn about the standing of Thailand and of other Asean members
towards Myanmar up to the present.

3. To learn about Thai military personnel’s attitudes and sentiment in
general towards Myanmar.

The study’s data and information are gathered from documentary research
together with secondary data from the available sources and in addition to the
primary data gathered from field research, which are coliected from interviewed
questionnaires of 20 commissioned military personnel who are stationed along Thai-
Myanmar border in the responsible area of the Royal Thai Third Army Region.

The study finds that:

1. Thailand receives impacts in terms of political, economy, psychological
and military aspects. The problems consist of minority problem, war refugees and
illegal immigration, the spreading of narcotics, problem of border demarcation which
lead to violation of Thai territorial integrity as had happened at the time Myanmar was
not an Asean member. This stems from the fact that Myanmar has no sincerity to solve
the problems.

2. As for Thai-Myanmar relations, the study finds that constructive relations
can not be developed at this stage due to Myanmar’s unfriendly stance. On contrary,
Myanmar has been trying to improve her relations with other Asean countries. Due
to this development, Asean as a whole can pursuade Myanmar to refrain from human
rights violation and to welcome trade relations with Asean.

3. Thai military personnel have negative opinion towards Myanmar because
they have firm belief that Myanmar is the creator of many problems that Thailand is
confronting. A lot of these problems can be solved if Myanmar renders her sincerest
support and cooperation. But in reality, many problems have increased their intensity,
which indicates the lack of intention from Myanmar to solve these mutual problems.



