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Abstract

This study was an opinion survey of 334 people, 100 radio station administrators and radio
program hosts and 234 listeners, regarding the presentation of local politics news through radio
stations in Chiang Mai Province.

Contentwise, it was discovered that aired news should have been more neutral than it
currently was. It was thought the media might have been under the influence of local politicians,
thus, depriving certain news items their due credibility. Moreover, listeners reported that they
needed radio stations’ activities to be participated by local or community representatives.

At the same time, it was recommended that radio station administrators / managers be those
with proper visions and conduct their daily affairs on a teamwork basic.

Bureaucracy-based style of work was found to have caused delayed presentation of certain
news. However, most listeners agreed with the station’ 06.00-07.00 a.m. and 4.00-5.00 p.m. news
presentation schedules.

It was also recommended that, to promote people’s political participation, radio station
administrators/managers and program hosts attempt to provide more air time for local news via, for

example, adjusting certain prearranged programs satellite — broadcast from Bangkokr and replacing



them with locally produced ones periodically filled with local politics news; welcoming when
possible community participation on air; and inviting community representatives to serve a cohosts
with station staff.

In brief, the study found that listeners were quite satisfied with local politics news
broadcasting schedules, news contents and formats needed adjustment and improvement, and that
news broadcast should reflect actual facts without distortion so as to be most beneficial for listeners,

1.e., NEWS consumers.



