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Abstract

The objectives of the study on “Evaluation of Family Planning Policy: A Case Study of
Minority Groups in Mae Hong Son Province” were 1) to indicate the level of effectiveness in
implementing the family planning policy to the minority groups in Mae Hong Son province
2) to analyze the factors related to the effectiveness in operating the policy in the minority
groups of Mae Hong Son province and 3) to study problems after operating the policy in the
minority groups in Mae Hong Son province.

The first sample group was composed of the married couples who still lived together
aged between 15 — 44 years old. The 362 informants were selected from the 4 minority tribes
which were Karen, Hmong, Lahu, and Lisu. The sampling method was done by Stratified
Simple Random Sampling and Two Stage Cluster Sampling. Then, the informants were
selected through the process of Simple Random Sampling, The second sample group was 90 of
public health officers who were in charge of Family Planning Policy implementation. The data
was collected by Stratified Simple Random Sampling. The research was done by
questionnaires. The data was analyzed by SPSS/Windows program. Statistics used for data
analysis were frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation and hypothesis test by using Chi-
square at 0.05 significant level.



The findings of this study were:

1. The implementation of the family. planning policy was effective at fairly good level.
However, the amount of the minority groups who came for this service was st
lower than targeted for 1.07%. The population increasing rate was still higher than
targeted for 0.77%.

2. Factors which were not related to the effectiveness of the policy implementation
were:

2.1. Individual factors of the married minority couples and the public health officers,
2.2 Enabling factors: family size, baby gender choice, age when married,
economijcal status level
2.3 Reinforcing factors: the couple support in family planning
2.4 Administration factors: clarification of the objectives, administrative structure,
understanding of the public health officers in policy objectives and co-operation
among other organizations.
3. Factor related to the effectiveness in the policy implementation ;
3.1 Enabling factors : opinion of the married minority couples on the family
planning, the acknowledgement of their family planning
3.2 Reinforcing factors : the ackmowledgement of family planning among the
public health officers
3.3 Administration factors : process of administration, process of communication,
sufficiency of the administrative resources and understanding of public health
officers in team work
4. Problems of the policy implementation were as follows: the family leaders did not realize
thé importance of family planning, desired a son as a family heir, received fault information on
family planning, married at young age and did not take the family planning service; besides the
public health officers did not gain adequate knowledge on family planning especially on using
female contraceptive device and the implantation of contraceptive drugs; furthermore the media
or printing matters on this topic were all in central Thai language, and the target area of the

policy was quite far from the urban area and quite barren.



