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Abstract

This research is designed to study about problems of policy
implementation of minority integration in Chiang Rai province , Thailand . The
scope of study covers minorities population in 4 districts Muang, Maechan,
Maefaluang and Maesai. Research activiies were  conducted  through
Qualitative approach, which was based on document analysis, participant
observation and interview the concerned officials, minorities, non — government
organizations (NGOs} and locai districts’ leader. lts result can be summarized

as follows

Policy on minorities integration has started in 1976 . The
masterplan objective is to integrate various minorities into  Thai scciety  and

self — reliance . In addition, policy implementation has been adapted in order



to get along with environment and situations. The policy has also affected to
change the structure of minorities in many things such as community’ s rule,
economy, society and culture, religions and beliefs, education, public health
and pofitical participation. And there is conceivable trend that the most

minorities adopted Thai social values and relaxed their original identities.

However , policy on minocrities integration confronted some
problems, especially in .very remote areas, the mincrities mostly sti!l adhere
their values and culture. Moreover, they being feit alienated to Thai society
tecause they can not get Thai nationality.‘ S0 they are easily induced by

organized crimes. That will be undesirabie effects to the whole Thai society.

The most appropriate way to solve mincrities problem  in
Chiang Rai province is integration policy. But there must have additional
measures to facilitate the policy for reducing gaps between minorities and
majorities in Thai society. And conceried cooperations from many  sides,
officiéls, NGOs and minorities are also much needed in integrating way for

strong and sustainable developments .



