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Abstract

This study investigated the perspectives of the leaders of the Burmese political dissidents on
the Constructive Engagement Policy with three main objectives. Firstly, to study the perspective of
the Burmese political dissidents on the Constructive Engagement Policy. Secondly, to study the
problem and impact on the Burmese political dissidents after the implementation of such policy by
the Thai government. Thirdly, to explore the consequences of that policy implementation on Thailand
and how to solve the problem regarding to this policy.

The data and information in this study came from two sources: the existing documents and
the field research through an in-depth interview with some leaders of the Burmese political dissidents,
for example the KNU, KNPP, SSA/S, ABSDF. This study used the Linkage Theory as the theoretical

framework.
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It was found that after Thailand and ASEAN implemented the Constructive Engagement
Policy to Burma for 7 years and after ASEAN admitted Burma as a member, there was no positive
improvement in terms of democratic issues, human rights, the suppression of the minority and
dissident groups. The Burmese political dissidents opposed the Constructive Engagement Policy and
thought that this policy was more supportive to the Burmese military regime. It has obstructed the
political and armed movement of the Burmese political dissidents. Nevertheless, the leaders of the
Burmese political dissidents thought that Constructive Engagement Policy was not a major tool to
force the Burmese politicat dissidents to cease-fire with the Burmese government. The cease-fire
depended on several factors. For examples, the term of agreement, the economic profit of each
Burmese political dissidents groups, etc.

The Burmese political dissidents would implement the synchromized strategies between
political and armed movement by increasing the internal political approach while sustaining their
militia for bargaining power. The negotiated cease-fire agreement would be used if the political
dialogue takes place.

There were several impacts from Constructive Engagement Policy on Thailand: the refugee
problem atong the common border, an iilegal attack and invasion from guerrilla groups, the spread of
drugs and crime from neighboring countries. In a short term, Thai authorities had to protect the Thai
people residing in those borders as well as the refugee camps and to eradicate the drugs intensively.
In a long term, Thailand should encourage the Burmese government to solve her internal political
affairs and drugs problem through ASEAN.

The Thai government should revise the current Engagement policy and show its the strong
standpoint on solving the Burmese political dissidents problem. Recently, it was important to note
that the Burmese government has emploved the buffer state by using the United Wa State Army
(UWSA) and the Democratic Karen Buddhist Army (DKBA). In conclusion, this study
recomnmended that the Flexible Engagement Policy should be striven for to replace the Constructive

Engagement Policy.



