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Abstract

As stated in the 1997 Constitution, senators must be elected which is different from the
past when they were appointed. This leads to the changing opinions and expectations toward their
qualifications and roles. This study was to find out the opinions and expectations of the local
politicians in Chiangmai province on the qualifications and roles of the senators under the 1997
Constitution. The local politicians were taken as samples since they were the local people’s
representatives who should see the actual needs of the local people. From the 124 samples of the
local politicians in Chiangmai, the results were as follows :

1. On the socio and economic status of the local politicians in terms of education,

income and political experience, from 129 out of 141 issues, it was found that most of them did



not show a significant difference on their opinions and expectations on the senators qualifications,
roles and performances and the process of acquiring the senators.

2. On the opinions of the local politicals on the qualifications and roles of the senators
questioned, from the 12 qualifications asked, it showed that 73.32% agreed that the senators
should have the qualifications with the average means point for each question from 3.41 to 4.54
which were the ranges of agreeing and most agreeing, and from 16 roles set, it was found that
82.11% agreed the senators should have the roles with the average point of each question from
3.60 to 4.30 which were the ranges of agreeing anid most agreeing also.

3. On the expectations of the local politicians on duty performances of the senators and
on the process of acquiring the senators, from the 10 expectations on the duty performances
asked, 79.84% expected the senators to have the duty performances with the average means
points of each question between 3.98 to 4.31 which were the ranges of considerably expecting
and most expecting, and from the 9 expectations oﬂ the process of acquiring senators set, 75.27%

- expected to have the process of acquiring with the average point of each question between 3.79 to
4.17 which were the ranges of considerably expecting only.

It is, therefore, concluded that the opinions and expectations of the local politicians in
Chiangmai on the qualifications and roles of the senators according to the 1997 constitution are
rather high. Thus, one who desires run for senator must be well aware of his own qualifications

and roles corresponding to such a prestiged position.



