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ABSTRACT

This research study was carried out on the impact of granting work permit
to illegal immigrants in Lumphun province. The objectives of the research are as
follows;

1. To study situations of unemployment and employment for Thai labor
work force in Lumphun.

2. To study demands and its reasons to employ illegal immigrants for
employers and business owners in Lumphun.

3. To study impact of granting illegal immigrant work permits replacing
Thai worker employment. .

4. To know opinions on the existing 1998 government policy pertaining to
the illegal immigrant deportation measure from employers, employees, officers and

ordinary people.

The data survey has been done on different group samplings :namely 102
questionnaires on employers or business owners ; 128 guestionnaires on employees
and ordinary people and ; and 9 questionnaires on concerned officers. Questions were

dealt with the four objectives of this study noted above.



The final results of group sampling analysis are that Thai workers have
high rate of unemployment due to their denying to work hard in dirty and risky
environment which illegal immigrants do not mind to fill this gap. The comments of
employces and ordinary people on the causes and needs of illegal immigrant
employment that such employment took jobs from Thai workers. However, most of
employers, business owners, employees and ordinary people agree that Thailand has a
shortage of labor work forces especially at the lower level. Thus Immigrant
employment is necessary to keep the competitive edge because of high wage of Thai
workers. On the other hand, immigrant workers are industrious, patient and with no
condition. The needs of immigrant employment depends on scale and classification of
business but all respondents admitted that it gives negative effects to national
security, public health and society as a whole. At present, according to their VIews,
immigrant employment is not necessary in Lumphun. Most of group samplings totally
agree that immigrant employment affects Thai workers and instead, support the

government measure of illegal immigrant deportation.



