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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are to study the role of people’s organization and
the leadership of this organization contributing to the success in preventing and solving the
prevalence of drugs on the highlands. It also aims at secking ways to stimulate and arouse
the community to realize how important the drugs eradication is as well as to determine the
government role in supporting people’s organization in jointly solving the drugs problem
more effectively.

The study reveals that re-enforcement of the strength and resistance of the
hilltribe community to solve problems concerning drug prevalence in their community is
highly important. It stresses the use of the “people’s o:gaﬁizalion” and the role adjustment
of the community leaders and their vision concerning the new and more innovative
direction towards eliminating the spreading and prevalence of drugs in the community. It
also reflects the efforts put forth by the community to realize the mutual problems shared -
by the community as a whole by demonstrating the possible role which can be partaken by



the different levels of leaders in order to bring the members of the community to accept
that drug prevalence and the problems that follow drug abuse must be dealt with
" gystematically. | There also demonstrates the use of newly invented techniques that
embraces beliefs, customs and traditions in a community. This can be done through the
cooperation, coordination and support from the government agencies, N.G.O.s, and private
sectors.

The study done at the Ban Nong Hoy Kao village of sub-district Ma¢ Ram, Mae
Rim District in Chiang Mai indicates the village has a history of having major problems
concerning drugs, especially opium and heroin. The problems involve both drug
trafficking and drug abuse. The drug addicts consist of young adults and teenage Hmong
villagers who constitute the main labor force, aﬁd the problems had a tendency to escalate.
When the problems builds up and become more serious with passing time, the community
leader, namely the village chief or the “Phu Yai Ban” and a concerned group of people got
together to encourage and motivate the community to realize the existing and growing
problem of drugs among themselves. They have organized various and different ways to
deal with the situation using the community’s own way and techniques, with supervision
and support of the government agéncics, N.G.O.s, and private sectors, especially from the
Royal Project who responded enthusiastically to the idea. The methods and procedures as
practiced by the village leaders and the special committee of concerned village members
also received good response from the community and havc tremendously helped in solving
the drug problems in this particular village within 3 to 4 years. It can be said that the Ban
Nong Hoy Kao village is a hilltribe village that accomplished in eliminating drugs within
their own community till it became a drug-free village with no further planting of opium
and drug trafficking. It was accomplished through methods and procedures that stem from
and appropriately blend in with the community’s customs and way of life with new vision
concerning ways to deal with drug problem in hilltribe villages, through the support of the
“people’s organizations”, government agencies, N.G.O.s, and private sectors.



