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Abstract

Sanitary district is a form of Thai local govemment. Formerly, members of sanitary
committee were elected to perform the duties of sanitary district and District Chief Officer
was appointed chairman of office. Presently, Ministry of Interior has decreed that sanitary
districts which have income according to the Ministry's criterion must have elected
chaiman. Accordingly, a large percentage of sanitary districts has chairman who comes
from popular elections while only a small percentage has chairman who comes from

appointments.

The focus of this independent study is to learn about the effects of this structural
change in order to know how local pecple think about this change. In addition, it is
interesting to leamn who will gain more popular acceptance, those from appointments or

those from elections.

Using field research technique, 150 samples were randomly selected from Mae
Rim sanitary district. All of them were eligible voters, with high level of education and

income.



The study finds that the local people want to have sanitary district chairman fiom
election because working competency is not less than those who come from appointment

and have better capabilities in taking care of local problems.

It is also found that local political struggle have been very fierce. Vote buying is
still widely used in stead of using other qualifications such as level of education and
honesty. It should be noted that eventhough local people want to have elected chairman but

the rate of election tum out is still low which indicates low level of political participation.

It is believed that if all of the concemed parties use the findings of this
independent study to comect the above shortcomings, this structural change in having
sanitary district chaimman from election would have more further impacts on Thai local

development.



