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Abstract

This independent study titled “Political Strategies of Mr. Boontheng
Thongsawasdi” is a documentary as well as field research. The emphasis was
placed on interviewing a sample population of 34 men who pursue different
professions. All of them are Mr.Boontheng Thongsawasdi's acquaintances
and have closely followed his political career. :

The study has the following three aims :

1. To identify Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi's political strategy and profile.

The study has revealed the following facts :

(1) Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi has established good' and firm
relationship with the villagers by means of regular visits and assistance.
To everyone he is sincere and at ease. This personality trait is not only a
way to his lasting popularity among the people but also a political
deployment to get free votes.

(2) Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi is a man of ideology and integrity.
He is honest, truthful, trustworthy and keeps his words at all costs. Never
has he tried to exploit the people. This character has created faith and
confidence in the people. They believe that he is the right man to work for
the benefit of the people and the whole country.

(3) In addition to regular visits to the villagers and creating a sort
of kinship relationship with the people and his campaign workers,
Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi continuously launches various types of
political campaign including regular public meetings in which his policy
and various development projects are conveyed to his political supporters.




2. To identify the reasons for his 100% victory in all general elections that has made
Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi the only M.P. who has enjoyed the longest political
life in the whole counmtry.

The following facts have been revealed by the study. :

(1) Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi has proved to be a staunch upholder
of democratic system and a relentless opposer to dictatorship. He used to lead
a small band of civilians to fight peacefully against the military dictatorship
under field Marshal P. Pibulsongkram as well as Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikhachorn

(2) Mr. Boontheng Thogsawasdi is a man of simple life, moderateness,
virtue, wisdom, decisiveness and humility. He has never been deluded by high
honor and position bestowed on him as a veteran politician.

3. To study Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi's political thoughts, experience and
leadership.

The study has yielded the following facts :

(1) Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi is a man of vision and creativity.
This personal quality can be seen in the fact the he had a very active role,
during the tenure of the government of Major General M.R. Kukrit Pramoj, in
the well-known “Money-to-the country's project” intended to create jobs and
prosperity in rulal areas. The project was a pioneer one in decentralization
of decision making and a very sucessful one at that inspite of some minor
mishaps and leakages.

(2) Mr. Boontheng Thongsawasdi is a true democratic leader. He
respects opinions of other people and strictly conforms to the majority rule.
While sticking to his principle, he knows appropriate occasions of
compromise and flexibility.

From the facts revealed by this study, the proposed hypothesis that
“To establish personal contact with the villagers by means of regular visits is one of the

best political campaigns, a political strategy that ensures victory in a general election”

has proved to be acceptable.




