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ABSTRACT

This thesis entitled, “Problems of Thai - Cambodian Conflict : A Case of the 1994
Abortive Coup Incident” was done by docurmentary and field research. The former was
base on explanatory analysis but the latter was collected by interviewing the key
informants who formed the social networking. Both kinds of data collection helped gain
qualitative data concerning the conflict of relation_ship between Thailand and Cambodia
under study. An in - depth and structured interviewing has been used to inquire the
respondents’ opinions on the problems reiating to the Thai - Cambodian conflict as a result
of the 1994 abortive coup incident. According to this study, the sampled groups are the
government officials, the Thai security officials, the businessmen, the mass media, the
acadernics, the ﬁoliticians and the Cambodian soldiers. Ten questions were asked regarding
the Cambodian abortive coup in which the Thai multi - national corporations { MNCs )
were suspected of being involved in this case. Subsequently, the interviewed data were
analyzed to find out the real causes of the Thai - Cambodian conflict as well as the
impact of such conflict as a result of the operation of the Thai MNCs.

The findings of data analysis are as follows : The Cambodian z;borﬁve coup of
1994 was pz.irtly. caused by the involvement of MNCs from Thailand. The Cambodian



govemrﬁefrt was vd_lnerable for the intervention of the Thai MNCs because its political
system was not stable. The nature of relationships between the Cambodian government and
fhe MNCs was also based on mutual benefits. Providing financial support to the
Cambodian faction taking side with its own MNCs would be of much necessity for the
convenience and benefits of both sides. The Thai MNCs have been instrumental by those
who have powers in Cambodia as part of the coup plot. The coup would never be
successful even with the Thai MNCs’ intervention because Cambodia has a complicated
internal political system with the on going struggle of power among their own political
groups. Therefore, the intervention of Thai MINCs in Cambodia should not be supported
because it will harm the relationships between the two countries. The role of the foreign
MNCs in Cambodia should also be minimized but be geared towards equal relationships

and sustainable development so that peace and stability can be achieved in this region.



