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ABSTRACT

This research is designed to study factors affecting political socialization
of Chiang Mai University studc%nts and to investigate the inflnence of political
socialization in lmi.versity on political attitade of students being oriented either to
democracy or to power-seekmg A comparative study is also made of attitudes
of students in the field of science and social sciences in order to see if there is

any difference between the two groups of students.

Sampling units of the research are drawn from the 2nd-4th year
undergraduate students in various faculiies divided into two t‘xelds that is,
Science and Socml Sciences. Based on random selection, it appeared that the
field of Science included the Faculty of Science, Faculty of Agriculture, Faculty
of Nursing, and Faculty of Assoczate Medicine, while the field of Social Sciences



consisted of the Faculty of Humanities, Faculty of Education and Facuity of Fine
Atts, totally 8 faculties. The research sampling units are recruited through the
Stratified Sampling. In each faculty sampling units are divided into 2 groups as

follows:

First group: students who participated in activities organized by Student

Union and Clubs, 30 students from each facuilty.

Second group: students who never participated in any activities, 30

students from each faculty.

Sampling units taken from the aforesaid students of 8 faculties, 60
students each faculty, totally are 480. OQut of this number, 386 students or

80.41 percent responded and returned questionnaire.

Research methodology is based on questionnaites constructed to inquire
about students’ political attitude. Data analysis is made with application of

statistical means in order to find percentage median and Chi-Square.

Research reéults reveal that the most influential factors affecting political
attitude of Chiang Mai University are mass media and the next are curriculum,
activity participation, peer group, and family, respectively. The effect of political
socialization in university is more meaningful in reshaping political attitude of
students in democratic system than in power seeking. However, political
attitudes of both Science and Social Sciences students are not different. It is also
similar in the case of both studentg who have ever participated or who never

participated in activities.



Such phenomena point out that the majority of students who are attending
university are mature enough, considerate, broad-minded, and accept ideas of
others. So the political attitude of university students is more oriented towards

democracy than towards power seeking.



