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The study entitled, "Th. _ <= Roles of The Volunteer Defense

Forces wurder the Changing Situ-  =tions of Phayao Province," is
designed to. study actual statu- = of 'lVolunt.eer Defense Forces,
inciﬁding “tl.he changing roles ane—=—==1 needs for Roles of Volun’c:eer
Defense Forces amidst present situw——=ations. Information obtained from
this study will be uéeful for so _lving problems and obstacles in

running Volunteer Definse Forces a._«<ztivities in Phayao Province. The

researcher collected samplings fr- <m the members of 7 Divisions of
Phayao Volunteer Defense Forces, 10 each, t.ot.aliﬁg 70 persons and
‘ officers holding . the position <f  Deputy Commander pf Provincial



Division and Assistant Commander of Provincial Division, altogether
9 Divisions, 1 each, totaling 79 persons. 1In this regard, informal
in-depth interview and participant observation were conducted,
including related documents. Research‘results are summarized as

follows:

The roles of Phayao Volunteer Defense Forces during cold
war period, especially when fighting against communist activists was
heavy, one of the most outstanding and important tasks was to
sustain country security. But after the c¢old war their most
important duty was civil protecﬁidn; the secondary was to keep
internal peace and order. The event follows that after the cold war
and bankruptcy of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republic, the
significance of communist regine ‘declined; Conéequently, the
menbers of Volunteer Defense Forces have to adjust their roles in
order to keep pace with changes of present situations. At the same
time, amidst present situations public disasters, both natural and
human, have occurred in increasing number. Besides, the task of
civil disaster prevention has not been given responsibility by any
organization. Thus the Department of Administration volunteered to
take responsibility of such task which has currently become an

important function.

As regards necessity of Volunteer Defense Forces
activities, it is found that they have remained meaningful. It is

claimed that the main task Justifying the existence of Volunteer



Defenée Forces activities is a civil disaster prevention as already
mentioned. Another duty is to keep internal peace and order in
collaboration with police in suppression of law violators. The
majority are of opinion that the most outstanding task is the
suppression of forest exploiters; the secondary is drug suppression.
The other is information service, basing on reasons that in
suppression of all kind of law violators it is necessary to collect
information before proceeding to arrest them. Only police force
might not be enough for performing such.duty while the Volunteer
Defense Forces are an administrative force which can cooperate
effectively with Subdistrict and village headmen because they are
administrative officers as well. However, there are many tasks
which can Jjustify the retaining of Volunteer Defense Forces

activities. But they are second to the abovementioned task.



