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ABSTRACT

The objective of the study is to investigate the origin, evolution, factors and effects of the
Democrat Party’s identification with the South since 1957 to present. The study was based on
495 guestionnaires administered to the southern people, interviews with the Democrat Party’s
members of parliament from the South and other related documents.

The study showed that

1. The De.mocrat Party has identified itself with the South since 1957. This identification
has increased dramatically since 1975.

2. Th-e factors affecting this identification inciude the party having representives from the
South continuously and its performance in the region.

3. The identification has enabled the Democrat Party to capture and maintain its poputfarity
in the region but also resulted in the difficulty for the party to expand its power base into other

regions.




