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Abstract

Independent study entitled, “Ihe Affect of Illegal Immigration of Foreign Labor in
Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Prov'mce,” is designed to : 1) study the affect of foreign labor
migration on Mae Sai District on Chiang Rai Province ; 2) study policy and its efficiency in
implementation by govemnment officials; and 3) study public opinion in Mae Sai District in
relation to Burmese labor immigration. In this regard, 153 people residing both inside and
outside of the Sanitary District were questioned. In addition, interview was held with 22
persons consisting of administrative officials at various govemment agencies, local politicians,
local leaders, and businessmen in Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province. The study outcomes
are as follows :

People in Mae Sai District believe that at the present time, Mae Sai District is affected
b;}l migration of laborers from Burma (Myanmar) in terms of economy, society, and security.
For instance, national currency is drained out of the country, a number of crimes take place,
there are prostitutes, peace and order, and conflicts between Thai and Burmese government. It
is also belicved that the suppression of illegal immigrants is loosely undertaken in terms of

action and policy. Besides, it is believed that the officers concemed gained some retumn from

neglecting such duty. However, individual persons of different backgrounds : residence inside



or outside of the Sanitary District, occupation, imcome, age, education, and gender have
different opinion about the affect caused by foreign labor in terms of society, economy, and
security.

The interviewed are of opinion that the migration of foreign labor into Mae Sai District
is caused by pull factors in Thailand as well as push factors in Burma, that is, at present Mae
Sai District is intensively developed but Thai labor is not eﬁough. On the contrary, economic
growth in Burma is much lower than in Thailand, which gives rise to family economy drop.
Owing to the aforesaid reasons, Burmese laborers have to migrate and work in Mae Sai
District in increasing number. In regard to. the suppression of illegal labor immigration by
government officers and policy makers have tried their best. Good cooperation between local
officers, government, and the public in Mae Sai District will make such suppression more

effective.



