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ABSTRACT

The study titiled, “Undcrstanding in Local Govemment of Medical
Personnel in Maharaj Nakorm Chiang Mai Hospital”, is designed to study the level
of understanding of the medical personnel about local govemnment., In addition, it
seeks to understand their level of political participation.

The samples for the study are 240 medical personnels of Maharaj Nakomn
Chiang Mai Hospital in 1996. The samples include 70 physicians, 96 nurses and 74
nurse assistants who were drawn by systematic random sampilng method. The
independent variables in this study are gender, age, level of education, job
classification, income, tenure and domicile.

Questionaire was used in collecting data and were analyzed by statistic

methods include Frequency distribution, Mean test and Chi-Square test.



The study found that :
1.The medical personnel had a low level of understanding about local
government.
2.They had en average understanding about decentralization,
3. They had a low level of participation in local government. Nurses
assistans, however, showed a higher level of paticipation than physicians and nurses.
4. As a whole, the three groups showed a low level of participation in
solving local problems.
5The factors that effect their understanding on and the level of
paticapation in local govemment can be summarized as follows
5.1 Tenure, domicile and age are the three factors that correlated with
understanding about local government.
5.2 Two factors, level of education and age, correlated with the level of
understanding about decentralization.
5.3 Three factors, level of education, tenure and age, correlated with
level of participation in local government.

5.4 Only gendér correlate with participation in solving local problems.



