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Abstract

This independent study entitled, “Political Attitudes and Participation of the Akha at
Phamee Village, Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province , is designed to study knowledge of
junstic rights and Thai political system, behavior and political participation, personal factors
affecting political attitudé, Aand atfitude towards country administrators of the Akha in Phamee
Village, Mae Sai District, Chiang Rai Province. The study is based on the theory of politcal
attitude and the concept of political participation. It is conducted through random samplings
drawn from 132 tribal people in target area. The results of study have come out as follows :

Among all the Akha, 44.7 per cent are illiterate, 96.2 per cent worship ancestors spirits,
and 95.5 per cent have received Thai nationality. In addition, 95.5 per cent have a good
knowledge of juristic rights of Thai citizens and a good attitude towards administrators and
politicians and Thai political system. The Akha have high political consciousness by 51.5 and
96.2 per cent, respectively. But they are not sure about vote buying. In view of their political
participation, it seems to be medium-high.

As regards factors affecting their attitude, it is found that low-income group have a
good attitude towards administrators; the younger group bear a good attitude towards the older

group; farmers have an attitude average towards this matter higher than employees and



officials. But those who never received education in state educational system have lower
attitude than those who received education from the state system.

In view of atitude influencing political participation, it is found that tribal people have
a good attitude towards administrators and poliicians. They took part in village development
activities in greater number; persuaded neighbors to go and elect candidates in smaller number.
They are prone to elect Member of the Parliament or Member of the Provincial Council by
basing on general qualifications more than being lowlanders or highlanders. But political
participation in terms of giving assistance to respected persons or helping election campaign is
not as obvious as those who have lower attitude. In other words, those who have a good
attitude towards democracy seem to be more critically selective in such participation than those
who have lower attitude. For them, attitude influences or determines the behavior of political

participation of individual person.



