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Abstract

The objectives of this mdenpendentrstudy were 1) to study and to
analyse psychological factors inﬂuehcing foreigﬁ policy making of the Kingdoms
of Thailand and Burma in the nineteenth century, the period, in which
Western Powers were competing vigorously in colonizing countries in
Southeast Asia: 2) to study psychological factors which are closely ralated with
historical experiences, cultural context and geopolitics of both states; 3) to
study psychological factors which have great influences on belief system,
images and perceptions of the two Kingdoms' leaders and small groups that
were important actors in international politics during the period of serious
confrontation with imperialistic Western Powerts; and 4} to point out the
relationship and importance of the analysis of phenomenon and behaviors in
international politics within the historial and psychological framework to the

conduct of foreign policy.



This independent study is a qualitative and documentary research
applying & decriptive analysis of happenings and their causal relationships of
different phenomenon.

The hypotheses of this study are thresfold: 1) that the different foreign
policy making of Thai and Burmese leaders in the nineteenth century should
be grounded on different psychological factors which were clossly related with
historical experiences, cultural context and geopolitics of both Xingdoms'
peoples; 2) thet different psychological factors would affect diferrently on belief
system, images and perceptions of both Kingdoms' leaders and small groups
which were important actots in international relations; and 3) that these actors
in international relations with different belief system, images and perceptions
would result in different foreign policy decisions, when confronted with
Western Powers in the nineteenth century and, therefore, the end results for
both Kingdoms were different. While Burma fell under British rule, but
Thailand Was able to survive and save its independence and sovereignty..
These three hypotheses are subject to be further proven for the
interrelatedness of the three major filelds, namely, history, psychology and

international relations.



