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ABSTRACT

The independent study is designed to learn sbout the
impacts of the operation of the Thai-German Highland Development
Project on economic, social and political changes of the
hilltribe community in Namlang basin, Pang Ma Pha Sub-District,
Mae Hong Son Province. The study was ocarried out through
experiment, which was nade of two gfoups of cohorts: 1) +the
experimented group encompassing 40 hilltribe households in the
Thai~German Highlahd Development. Project area scattered in eight
villages of four Tambon in Pang Ma Pha Sub-District, Mae Hong Son
Province, and 2) the controlled group encompassing 40 tribal
households located in eight villages of three Tambon in Amphoe
Mae Taeng, Chiang Mai Province. Interviews were then held with
these two sampling units, using the same set of questiionnaires.

The study’s results are as follows:



1. The operatiion of the Thai-German Highland
Development Project did not have significant impacts on the
hiiltribe community in Namlang basin, Pang Ma Pha Sub-District,
Mae Hong Son Province according to findings given below.

1.1 In economic aspect there has been minimal
progressive change in connection with landholding, wusage of
modern agricultural technologys regressive change has been also.
felt in relation of inconme, landholding and lack of domesticated
animals. The change is believed to ée originated by the
introduction of agricultural system which emphasized the
conservation of soil and water in order to solve the problem of
rotational shifting cultivation and opium poppy growing.

1.2 In social aspect there has been little impact
on education in the sense that the tribesmen became aware of
education significance for their children.

1.3 In political aspect, there has been no obvious
difference either before or after project introduction, except
for the interactions between the govermment officials and
community after the project was introducted.

2. The hilltribe communities in Namlang basin, Pang Ma
Pha Suh—Distfict, Mae Hong Son Province, which are under the
development plan initiated by the Thai-German Highland
Development Project, do not have any sighificant change in terms
-of economic, social and political aspects, which is distinct from
the- controlled community that have no supports from the

Thai-German Highland Development, Project.



