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ABSTRACT

This study, "Attitudes of Kamnan and Phuyaiban in Doi
Sa Ket District Towards the Election of a Governor in Chiang Mai
Province",' determined attitudes of Local Leaders (Kamnans and
Phuyaibans) as govefnment representatives and representatives of
the people. They understood the politics and potential effects
of electing &a governor. This study will help provincial
administration development. 74 kamnans and 105 phuyaibans (70%
of the total) in Doi Saket District, Chiang Mai Province were
contacted in June and July 1995 using questiomnaires and

interviews, plus a literature search. Results are as follows.



Most Local Leaders were not sure what administrative
method was used by the Chiang Mai provincial governor; however,
they realized the province operated as a separate legal entity.
Beneficial activities of the governor noted varied with the
individual governor and when Local Leaders were serving. They
felt appointment of governors by the central government since the
founding of Chiang Mai was not appropriate because the governors
lacked freedom and authority to carry out their duties. This
was also not in Kkeeping with principles of democracy. In
addition, the Local lLeaders never directly contacted or asked for
assistance from the governor. The problems they most wanted the

governor %o solve were traffic congestion and garbage disposal.

Most Local Leaders knew that election of provincial
governors, especially larger provinces like Chiang Mai; had been
proposed. They supported this because it would result in a
directly elected governor. If election of governors were
implemented, the people, including Local Leaders, would vote.
Things to be considered regarding the readiness of a province for
elections are the economy and the.prosperity of the province. 1In
addition, influential people or people who buy votes should not
be able to determine election results or have a role in the
election process. The govermment should publicize this and the
political parties should select knowledgable and able candidates
.who are a member of a major political party and a resident of

Chiang Mai. So that the elected official administers



efficiently, the period of the governorship should be set a four
Vears. The major obstacle to having an elected governor of
Chiang - Mai is that the pelitical parties in the governing
coalition are divided as are the govermment officials in the

Ministry of the Interior.

Most of the Local leaders agreed with all aspects of
electing the governor. Analysis of atbtitudes showed a high

degree of concurrence in each area surveyed.

Opinions were that an elected governor would better
follow the desires of the people. Evaluation of the hypothesis
using Chi Sguare found that at the 0.05 level none of the
hypotheses couid be accepted because the differences were not

statistically significant.

Finally, the Local Leaders opined that the governor of
Chiang Mai in the next decade should be a developer, an
economist, a personnel manager, a conservationist of  the
environment, art and culture, and a human relations expert. Most
importantly, the governor should not be an individual with

inappropriate infiuence in the province.



