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ABSTRACT

This research is designed to study the

government highland development policy, its implementation
and impact which caused changes in social, economic and
political structures of tribesmen in government viewpoint
and +tribal leaders’ opinion. The study was made of five
ethnic groups, namely, Yao, Lahu, Lisu, Akha, and Karen in
13 villages in Tambon Wawi, Amphoe Mae Suai, Changwat Chiang
Rai. Research activities were conducted through qualitative
approach, which was based on participant observation and
interview. The interview was held with government officials
and tribal leaders. Its results can be summarized as

follows :



As regards the impact on social structure, it is
found that tribesmen generally have a sense of belonging to
Thai nationality and respect Thai nation and identity.
Identification card and education provided to them by the
government resulted in cultural assimilation of highltanders
and lowlanders; public health service enables them to accept
more mnmodern medical treatment than traditional curing by
spirit powers. Even though development brought some
benefits to highlanders in some aspects, the majority of
them still adhered to their old lifestyle. Traditions and
custons are actively practiced and regarded as an important
identity of ethnic group. ©Social movement and migration +to
find Job in city or another community Jeopardized social

relationships among tribal family members.

In view of ecconomic structure impact, although
the government kept trying to develop infrastructures for
highlanders, communication still remain as a chronic problem
for them. Sustainable agricultural development system led
toc the reduction of slash-and-burn -cultivation to some
extent. But in whole picture, the hilltribes still live in
poverty because technology introduced by government agencies
was minimally accepted due to its higher cost. They,
therefore, c¢ling to old production pattern, relying mainly
on land and human labor. In order to increase production
and create economic system for commercial purpose, the
tribesmen have to depend on market system, in which money
and benefits are involved. At the same tiem, the government
effort to initiate and promote another occupation for tribal

people was not successful as expected.



In terms of the impact on political structure,
the tribesmen accepted official leadership, while
traditional leader remained important to community as well.
Government regulations and laws are enforcd effectively in
all area. The administrative organization is scattered and
has some problems. However, the leader 1is able to

coordinate between the government agency and villagers.

The 1leader’s role is important and meaningful
for the success of young iribesmen activities, who have some
education. The have a trend to accept and behave as a Thai
citizen better than elderly people. 1In general, they have a
good attitude towards the government. Education is an
important factor for +the highlanders to have access to
political learing and participation. As regards drug abuse,
it 1is found that the government did not succeed in solving
such problem because the smuggle and distribution of drugs

are dramatically attempted in the area.



