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ABSTRACT

This research is aimed at studymg political socialization and behavior of
the hilltribes in TamBon Mae Nawang, Amphoe Mae Aj, Changwat Chiang Mai.
It is designed o see how they learn to know their political socialization and e,
behavior, including the study of correlation of variables that influenced their
political learning,

The study cohort encompassed 5 ethnic groups, namely, Lahu, Lisu,
Akha, Yao, and Karen. They reside in 11 villages. Ameong them, the majority
are Lahu, residing in 551 households of all 662.

The study was based on the hypothesis that the majority of the ethnic
people know very little about politics. The young tribesmen are more interested
In politics and government than elderly persons, and those who lve in the

neighborhood of city or town have more knowledge of Thai politics.
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As regards analyzing data, they were processed through the SPSS
(Statistical Package for Social Science) program, based on the means and
correlation of all variables in relation to the Thai political socialization and
behavior of the highlanders.

Research findings can be summarized as follows:

1. The majority of the hilltribes in this area have a good knowledge of
the politics, which does not agree with the hypothesis. And their knowledge
varies according to village location, that is, ones who reside close to village have
more political knowledge than those, whose households are located far from
commurnty.

2. The young tribesmen are more interested in Thai politics and
government than the elderly, which is consonant with the hypothesis. But in
terms of political behavior, it is found that the young and the elderly have no
distinction in political behavior.

3. The degree of knowledge of political behavior of those who have a
good knowledge of politics has no difference between the ethnic groups who
reside close to, or far from city, which is in contrast to the hypothesis.

4. All variables have some relations to Thai political socialization and
behavior of the hilltribes.

4.1 Among the variables which have relations to political
socialization, they have no distinction in:
- age
- sex
- occupation
- education level
- village leadership

and the variables which have difference in:
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- age
~ race

— marital status

nationality acquisition
~ family status
4.2 Among the variables which have relation to political behavior,
they have no difference in:
- race

- education level

marital status

family status
- income
and the variables which have difference in:
- age
- sex
— occupation; since there is only one highland Crop grower,

it is too little to compare with 144 rice growers

1

nationality acquisition

— status



